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Exalted Ruler’s Corner
At this time last year, I was preparing for my installation as Exalted Ruler and wondering what the year would bring. I have to
admit, I was feeling a little trepidation and more than a little nervous over what was to come. But looking back over the year, I
am proud to say we made it and we did okay! Because of your incredible support, understanding and dedication, I believe we
have done some great things.
I think it is noteworthy that our Lodge has 5 programs that are currently funded totally through member donations and/or
grants from the Grand Lodge. These programs are: 1) Children's Carnival/Fair held in the summer to provide fun and school
items for children in need; 2) Backpack Lunch program to provide children in need with nutritious meals over the weekend
when little food may be available to them; 3) Dictionary Program that provides children from low income families, who may
not be able to afford Internet services, with an encyclopedic-type volume to help in their studies; 4) Reagan National USO
Food Delivery Program that provides hearty meals/frozen foods for traveling troops or veterans who may not be able to afford
to purchase food at an airport restaurant; 5) Aleethia Friday Night Dinners that provide injured soldiers from Walter Reed
with a fun night away from the medical facility, great food & a chance for good conversation. All of these programs are made
possible because of the hard work of the Chairs, the committee members and you, the Lodge members.
Our other programs continue to thrive, including the Scholarship, Hoop Shoot, Bingo, Thanksgiving Basket/Coat Drive,
Youth Camp, Americanism Essays, Martinsburg VA Bingo & Carnival, Veterans Day, Flag Day, Elks Memorial, Drug
Awareness and Children's/Spina Bifida programs. We have many activities such as the Super Bowl/Chili Cook-Off, Pig Roast
and Holiday barbeques that provide fun and enjoyment for all. Additionally, a new vibrancy and sense of camaraderie
developed when the various Tastings (such as the Vodka Tasting) were introduced into the Lounge. Along with the incredible
basket raffles, these all raised much-needed funds for different charities, while proving fun and good fellowship.
The Governance Board also accomplished many goals, but number one was ensuring the upper floor ladies and men's
restrooms were finally renovated - they are beautiful, functional, and welcoming.
As always, the PER Association has been a great support to the Lodge, to the Ritual Team and to the position of the Exalted
Ruler. Their support continues to make a difference in the Lodge.
The Auxiliary continues to thrive and do great things for our Lodge and for their individual charities. I can't imagine our
Lodge without this much-needed organization that provides us so much support.
March will provide a number of initiatives and activities including the Fabulous Hub Caps show, Aleethia Friday Night
Dinner, Guest Bartender Night, Outstanding Youth Recognition Program, Auxiliary Tea and Installation of New Officers. A
continuing example of how active and vibrant our Lodge has become.
Thank you to all of the members who have made this an incredible year for me and for this Lodge. You have made my year
memorable - one I will always cherish.
Finally, congratulations to our Incoming Exalted Ruler, Brenda Slingerland. Brenda brings with her years of experience as a
long-standing Lodge member and avid member of the Auxiliary. She is dedicated to making a difference in our Lodge. I know
you will continue to give her the same support and dedication to make her year a wonderfully memorable one.
Congratulations Brenda!
Patti Graves, Exalted Ruler
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From the Board Chairman’s Desk
As March ends, so does the current Elk year, and with the coming New Year the
Lodge will see a significantly changed Board. Among those departing are Exalted
Ruler Patti Graves, Loyal Knight Vernon Gardener and First Year Trustee Art
Wyman. Please thank them for their service.
The new Board, with four fresh members, will face many challenges. Maintaining
financial health is always a challenge, for as mentioned here previously, even when
we appear financially healthy, that health is fragile with often volatile funding
streams. Our building, though much improved, still needs renovation and, of
course, unending maintenance; and our Special Facilities Fund, once reserved for
major capital improvements, is at a low point. These are just a few of the coming
challenges. Fortunately, the new Board will have the talent to meet these
challenges. Please wish them well and thank them also for their service.
In closing, I would like to say it has been an honor to serve as a Trustee for the
Lodge these past eight years, and I thank all who have demonstrated support and
confidence during that time. I also wish the new Board well.
Fraternally,
Jerry Boyer, Board Chairman

From the Auxiliary President’s Corner
Au revoir, adios, sayonara, auf wiedersehen, or as we say good bye, This being my
last article for the Horn as the Auxiliary president, I want to let everyone know what
an outstanding year the Auxiliary had thanks to our members and to the support of
the Elks.
Six new members joined our ranks and immediately got involved; 1100+ White
House ornaments were sold and more continue to be purchased; the 50/50 at the
dances provided a goodly amount to help our charities, and Giant Gift Cards, not as
popular as before, still bring in income. Our social events provided an entertaining
time to all who attended.
Our slate of officers, the budget, and the charities have been approved for the
upcoming year. Thanks to all who helped us financially, we have been able to add
another charity, Operation Homefront, which benefits the families of active duty
military. We now give to 17 charities. Not bad for an organization of 75 members.
It was my pleasure to serve as president of the Auxiliary and in turn the Elks this year
and I wish the best to the incoming president, Barbara Marshall and her officers.

Georgianna Knotts, Auxiliary President
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Golf Update
The 2015 Golf Schedule is completed and available for distribution. In fact copies have already been
provided to the 2014 membership. New members may obtain a copy from Ron Murphy at 703 866-4403
or bettyron.50@gmail.com. Membership applications also were given to last season’s members and are
available from Ron for anyone who wants one.
There are a total of sixteen events scheduled. We will play twice each in April, Westpark on the 6 th and
Old Hickory on the 20th; and May, Osprey Landing on the 4th and Prince William the 18th. Three events
are scheduled for June, Forest Greens on the 1st, South Riding the 15th and Goose Creek the 29th. Two
games are scheduled for July, Pleasant Valley on the 13 th and Virginia Oaks the 27th. In August, three
games will be played, Penderbrook on the 3rd, Quantico on the 17th and Herndon the 31st. September and
October each have two events, The Gauntlet on the 14 and Reston National on 21 September and Forest
Greens and South Riding on 5 and 19 October. All events will be played on Mondays and have 9 A.M.
shotgun starts except the last one at South Riding which will be 10 A.M.
The schedules already distributed and that are available now for new members have details in addition
to dates such as phone numbers, costs, etc.
We will continue to use the sign-up procedures introduced last season. Players will need to sign-up by
the Thursday preceding the event. A reminder email will be sent a week prior with appropriate
instructions. Sign-up can be accomplished by email or by calling the tournament director.
All Lodge members are invited to join the Golf Association. Elks who choose not to join may play as
guests.
Ron Murphy

The 3rd Annual Children’s Summer Fair (previously known as Children’s Carnival) will be held
on Sunday July 19th from 1-4pm to support local needy youth.
We are hopeful to win ENF grant money to buy each child** a new lunchbox and a $20
Payless Shoe Source gift card to purchase new shoes for school.
What do we need from you? We are looking to both entertain and educate and are seeking
volunteers with a talent:
Do you know how to face paint? Make balloon animals? Juggle? Something else which
may interest the children (or their parents, while the children play)? We need you!!
Please contact Brenda Slingerland 703-785-9974 or sophiesgma98@aol.com or Lisa Stevens
703-503-5262 as soon as possible if you can donate your talents.
We will also need volunteers to keep the event flowing smoothly so the children get from
room to room to take advantage of all the event will offer.
**Please note that children and grandchildren of lodge members are welcome to attend and enjoy the
activities but they will not be receiving the shoes or lunchboxes.

Thanks so much!
Lisa Stevens

Sales Manager SCANTRAVEL International 703-323-4714 or
1-800-543-5187 www.scantravelinternational.net I work 9a-5p most
weekdays.
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Mar 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Bingo, 6

Board Mtg
7:15

9

10

8

Daylight
Bingo, 6
Savings Time
-spring 1
hour ahead

Lodge Mtg,
7:30

15

16

17

Bingo, 6

Board Mtg
7:15

Bingo, 6

11

12

13

Bingo, 6

Thanksgiving
in Mar dinner
Aleethia

Dinner till 8
18

23

24

Bingo, 6

Lodge Mtg,
7:30

25

19

20

Bingo, 6

Youth
Appreciation
Dinner

29

30

21

Dinner till 8
26

27

Bingo, 6

Dinner till 8

14

Dinner till 8

Dinner till 8
22

The Fabulous
Hubcaps

28
Installation
and Ball

Dinner till 8

31

Bingo, 6

Installation Day: 28 Mar 2015
Auxiliary at 4 PM Lodge Officers at 5 PM Ball at 7 PM
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IN THE LOUNGE
Food & Entertainment
Lounge and Kitchen Hours

Wednesdays Prime Rib is the
second Wednesday every month!

Lounge M-TH 12-9 Fri-11:30-10 Sat 2-8 Sun 1-7

4th-Beef Stew

Kitchen M-TH 12-7 Fri-11:30-8 Sat 2-6 Sun 1-6

11th-Prime Rib
18th-Corned Beef and Cabbage
25th-Chicken Marsala

Fridays A great New York Strip Steak or
6th- Grilled Crab cake

Entertainment News
March 2015
Mar 6 Terry Lee Ryan

13th-B.B.Q. Ribs and Chicken

Mar 13 Tom Saputo

20th-Rainbow Trout

Mar 20 Terry Lee Ryan

27th-Shrimp Newburg

Mar 27 Tom Saputo

Thanksgiving in March
The Lodge 2188 Veterans Committee in association with the
Aleethia Foundation will host Thanksgiving on Friday, March
13 for wounded veterans and their families as they reintegrate
into society.
We are asking our members to assist by providing side dishes
and/or desserts to serve in addition to turkey which will be
provided. Please plan to make something that will feed at least
20 people. We are expecting up to 100 guests in total.
In order to ensure that we have a terrific assortment, please
let Linda Gardner (lgardner9@cox.net) or Fredi Hensley
(fredi.hensley@cox.net) know what you are bringing no later
than 5 March. We know that your generous spirits will make
this a tasty and fabulous special holiday!

6

MEMBERSHIP

March Elk of the Month
This member has supported the Lodge in many facets over the years. He is a
member or Chair of most of our committees, teaching us that we can make a
difference in the Lodge with everything we do. As Past State President and State
Trustee, he not only provides support at the state level, but through his example
helps make our Lodge one of the leaders in the state. His humor and jokes make
us smile and belly laugh, and ensure any gather is more fun and enjoyable. To us
Ritual Team Officers, he is known as Coach. And as Coach, he has dedicated an
unbelievable amount of time and energy to share his expertise and lead multiple
Ritual Teams to the national competitions at the Grand Lodge Conventions.
Additionally, through his tutoring, he has molded several Exalted Rulers to excel
at the 11 O'Clock Toast and to take 1st place honors in state competitions. As my
last selection for Elk of the Month, I wanted it to be someone special and
someone who has made a significant difference in our Lodge. Tim Knotts, you
are surely that person! Congratulations as March Elk of the Month - and thank
you Tim for the support you provide this Lodge and the support you have
provided the Exalted Ruler this past year.

Patti Graves, ER

MEMBERSHIP : We are down to 17 delinquent members. You still have time to pay your
dues before being dropped, so please get your dues paid as promptly as possible. If you do not
have a card that says “Paid to 4/1/2015” and is light blue in color, you are delinquent. If
you do not plan to continue your membership, please let me know that as well. If you know
the status of any of these members, please let the secretary know. Sometimes we do not find
out a member has died until long after the fact.
Official Notice has been sent to all those delinquent members, stating they will be dropped
from the rolls if their dues are not paid by March 31, 2015. If you wish to drop your
membership in good standing, you must first pay these dues and then ask for a Dimit, but
this must be done before March 24, 2015.

Please submit your dues payment of $99.50 ($29.25 for Life Members) to the Lodge
Secretary immediately. Checks should be made payable to Arlington-Fairfax Lodge #2188, or
BPOE 2188.
NOTE: If you are a service member on active duty, please notify the secretary.
You are not required to pay dues to Lodge 2188 while serving our country, and I
will send you a new card.
The Dues notices for 2015-2016 have been sent. You will notice the dues have
gone down $0.50 this year, to $99.00. This is due to the sale of the National
Home.
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MEMBERSHIP
Proposed Members:
Lance A. Beeman
Geoffrey Lyster
John Schneider
Tanya Wiertalla
Irene Sarakinis

Elected on January 27, 2015:
Jennifer Allison
Luis Cisneros
Donald Coffel
Fred Denny
Alice Fontana

John Henrehan
Loren Kropat
Kwok Lee

Newsletter: Please let the secretary know if you are receiving the email electronically, either
through email, or from our website. We are trying to cut down on the expense of mailing and
printing newsletter. If you are a regular at the Lodge and would be willing to pick up a copy
there, we can save $.56 for mailing the copy to you.

TO ALL COMMITTEE CHAIRS:

Please provide the secretary with an After Action Report, if you hold any activity for charity.
The Grand Lodge asks for an update on our charitable giving. Many of you send reports to the
newsletter and through the eblasts to the membership, but the secretary must file a report with
the Grand Lodge through CLMS in order for our Lodge to get the credit we are due. This
report includes data that is not available from a news release. Please help me out with this.

Janita Sullivan, Secretary
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ELKS LODGE 2188
INSTALLATION
BALL

Celebrate a New Lodge
Year with Exalted Ruler:
Brenda Slingerland!!
~~~~~~~~~~

Saturday, March 28 -- Music of Mike Surratt's ECB
Dinner @ 7 -- Dancing until 11:30
$35 Members, $40 Non-members

~~~~~~~~~~
Menu
Shrimp Cocktail -- Fresh Salad -- Bacon-Wrapped Filet
Mignon -- Twice-Baked Potato with Cheese and Bacon -Snap Peas -- Chocolate Lava Cake
For reservations email: dance2188@gmail.com or call: 703-591-3616
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Lodge Website is Back and Better
The new Elks lodge #2188 website is online and available for member access. To
access the website, members must register on the site. To do so:
Go to the Elks website: http://www.bpoe2188.org.
In the upper right hand corner of the web page, you will see Login/Sign up option.
Click on this link and enter your email address
Enter a password
Re-enter the password
This will notify the webmaster that you have requested access. You will receive a
follow-up email requesting additional information. Please provide the requested
information. When the requested information is provided, you will receive an
email acknowledging that access has been granted.
Please note that in order to save on printing and postage cost, the monthly
newsletter will be emailed to all members that we have an email address on. If
you still desire to receive a paper copy please notify the Lodge Secretary.
If there are any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at
webmaster@bpoe2188.org

Roy Seabolt, Webmaster

